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Chile's fringe of islands begins in the far south, the main railroad runs
most of the way at a distance of 50 miles more or less from the coast. The
reason is that in the north the nitrate beds, the few oases where there is
irrigation, and almost all other sources of livelihood, such as mines of
copper, silver, and borax, are located on terraces high above the sea.^
Farther south, where the desert gives way to a climate like that of Cali-
fornia, a valley between the Andes and the Coast Range is somewhat like
the great interior valley of California-. It is a place where irrigation is
feasible on a large scale. Here the vegetation naturally consists of grass
and hard-leaved trees such as grow in California and Greece, and the
•crops include wheat, oranges, and grapes. Still farther south where the
islands become numerous, the climate becomes too cool and wet for crops.
Hence coniferous forests, composed largely of the umbrella pine or
auracaria, densely clothe the hillsides. The population is very scanty.
Between deserts on the north, the sea on the west, the steep slopes of the
snowy Andes on the east, and cool coniferous forests and rain-drenched
islands on the south, Chile has thus far found room for less than five
million people. Its only large cities, Santiago and Valparaiso, lie close
to the middle of the country and contain nearly one fifth of the population.
From the population map (A144), the railroad map (A567), and a
relief map in an atlas, try to sum up the reasons why South America is
so different from North America. The chief difference is that South
America has its main lowlands just where the equatorial climate is least
favorable to human progress. Another significant difference is that the
Andes rise so high that their ruggedness and their effect in shutting out
the west winds make the continent almost uninhabitable south of latitude
40° in the very part which otherwise might be most prosperous. A third
difference is that in South America the population clings to the coasts, or
to the plateaus, almost everywhere except in Argentina. The railroad
map makes one wonder how long it will be before either a railroad or a
motor road crosses the great blank equatorial tract, much larger than
the United States.
Australia and New Zealand
Australia is the simplest and least habitable of the continents. One of
its main physical features, just as in both Americas, is a mountain range
extending the whole length of the Pacific Coast and rising toward the
south. This range culminates in the Australian Alps where Mt. Kosciusko
rises 7,300 feet. In many parts, however, the range degenerates into a
mere escarpment, or upward slope with a plateau some 2,000 or 3,000 feet
high at the top. Streams that flow down the escarpment have cut deeply
into the plateau. Hence in many places the well populated, but very

